Volume 44 - Issue 14 - Friday, January 23, 2009 by Staff, Rose Thorn
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
Rose-Hulman Scholar
The Rose Thorn Archive Student Newspaper
Winter 1-23-2009
Volume 44 - Issue 14 - Friday, January 23, 2009
Rose Thorn Staff
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, library@rose-hulman.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.rose-hulman.edu/rosethorn
THE MATERIAL POSTED ON THIS ROSE-HULMAN REPOSITORY IS TO BE USED FOR PRIVATE STUDY, SCHOLARSHIP, OR
RESEARCH AND MAY NOT BE USED FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE. SOME CONTENT IN THE MATERIAL POSTED ON THIS
REPOSITORY MAY BE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. ANYONE HAVING ACCESS TO THE MATERIAL SHOULD NOT REPRODUCE
OR DISTRIBUTE BY ANY MEANS COPIES OF ANY OF THE MATERIAL OR USE THE MATERIAL FOR DIRECT OR INDIRECT
COMMERCIAL ADVANTAGE WITHOUT DETERMINING THAT SUCH ACT OR ACTS WILL NOT INFRINGE THE COPYRIGHT
RIGHTS OF ANY PERSON OR ENTITY. ANY REPRODUCTION OR DISTRIBUTION OF ANY MATERIAL POSTED ON THIS
REPOSITORY IS AT THE SOLE RISK OF THE PARTY THAT DOES SO.
Recommended Citation
Staff, Rose Thorn, "Volume 44 - Issue 14 - Friday, January 23, 2009" (2009). The Rose Thorn Archive. 143.
https://scholar.rose-hulman.edu/rosethorn/143
Tim Ekl
P h o t o  E d i t o r
While Rose-Hulman is normally a forward-looking, progressive 
school, once in a while staff and 
students take the time to look 
back and reflect on historical 
events. This past Monday, the 
campus did just that.
Rose-Hulman observed a 
convocation schedule for Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day, taking 
an hour and a half to celebrate 
one of the foremost leaders of 
the civil rights movement.
“I thought [the convocation] 
was excellent,” said Arthur 
Western, Vice President for Ac-
ademic Affairs. “It was very in-
formative and the attendance 
was good. I was quite pleased.”
Mary Howard-Hamilton, an 
Associate Professor for Higher 
Education and Student Affairs 
at ISU, delivered this year’s 
keynote speech. Students were 
largely impressed by the con-
tent delivered during the key-
note.
“I thought [the speech] was 
really good,” commented Al-
bert Mui, junior chemical engi-
neer, said. “I really enjoyed 
the speaker; I thought she 
really spoke in terms that 
engineers could under-
stand.”
In contrast to Western’s 
outlook, however, some 
students were disappointed 
with the turnout at How-
ard-Hamilton’s keynote.
“I was a little disappoint-
ed that not many people 
were there,” Mui said. “I 
know that in at least two of 
my classes I was the only 
one who attended.”
Western coordinated the 
convocation for Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day at the rec-
ommendation of the Diver-
sity Council. The Council 
organizes and recommends 
similar programs through-
out the year to recognize di-
versity in the student body 
and throughout the world.
The convocation schedule 
has been used to celebrate 
special events at Rose-Hul-
man for over twenty years, but 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
convocation was just added last 
year, according to Western. 
While the addition may have 
gone well, the institute plans to 
limit convocation schedules to 
once per quarter. So that when 
a special schedule is called, stu-
dents take notice.
 “It’s very infrequent that 
speakers come into the 
school to deliver inspiration 
or a message,” Mui said. “I 
think it’s a really untapped 
resource that not enough 
people take advantage of.”
Campus celebrates MLK
News Briefs
By Andrew Klusman
Poodle attacks 
Jacques Chirac
The white Maltese poodle that former 
French President Jacques Chirac and his 
wife Bernadette own mauled Mr. Chirac re-
cently.  The poodle, whose name is Sumo, 
has a history of frenzied fits and has become 
prone to making attacks even after being 
given anti-depressants, according to Mrs. 
Chirac.  It was not released where the poodle 
bit the former French president. Mrs. Chirac 
said that her husband was bitten badly, but 
is certain to recover within a few weeks: “the 
dog went after him for no apparent reason,” 
she noted.  Mr. Chirac was taken to a Paris 
hospital, was treated as an outpatient, and 
was sent home.  Jacques Chirac was presi-
dent of France for 12 years until 2007.
Cleaner air increases 
average life 
expectancy defense
According to the researchers writing in 
the New England Journal of Medicine, rising 
air quality in the United States has added 
around 21 extra weeks of life to the average 
American.  Since the 1980s, 2.72 years have 
been added to the average American’s life: 
as much as 15 percent of those years comes 
from the reduction of fine particles in the 
air given off by automobiles, diesel engines, 
steel mills, and coal-fired power plants.  In 
addition, the change in smoking habits has 
also helped Americans to live longer, ac-
cording to Arden Pope, an epidemiologist at 
Brigham Young University. Living in an area 
with clean air has even improved the life 
expectancy more than living in improved 
socioeconomic conditions. According to 
Pope, this research shows that there have 
been real dividends since the efforts to im-
prove air quality began in the 1970s.  
Google beats expec-
tations with ad sales
Though Wall Street analysts predicted 
that Google would have a poor earnings 
report, strong advertising on Google’s 
websites helped the company to contin-
ue strong.  The company’s performance 
helped raise Google shares 2.6 percent in 
after-hours trading, and gave relief to inves-
tors who were stunned by poor reports from 
Microsoft Corp. and Intel Corp., among oth-
ers.  With the exclusion of one-time charg-
es, Google will beat the average forecast of 
$4.95 by having a profit equivalent to $5.10 
a share.  In addition, Google’s revenue rose 
18 percent to $5.7 billion. Their internation-
al revenue accounts for 50 percent of their 
total revenue, and shares rose from $306.50 
at closing to $314.51 in after-hours trading. 
Just slightly over a year ago, Google hit an 
all-time high of $747.  
  Rose-Hulman  Inst i tute  of  Technology          Terre  Haute , Ind iana
O S E  T H O R N
New series shares religion
Noel Spurgeon
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Last Tuesday, attendees of the second meeting of the Rose-Hulman re-
ligious literacy series heard 
about the religion and culture 
associated with the Jewish 
people.  The series, held week-
ly in the White Chapel from 
now until Febru-
ary 10, is largely 
the work of the 
Dean of Student 
Services, Donna 
Gustafson.
“I’ve always 
wanted to do 
this,” says Mrs. 
G u s t a f s o n . 
“People can be 
divided by many 
things; geogra-
phy, political be-
liefs, religion… 
and by learning 
about different beliefs, we 
can better understand each 
other.  I pitched the idea to 
the Diversity Council, and 
they agreed it was a good 
idea.  The five religions we 
chose (Christianity, Judaism, 
Islam, Hinduism, and Bud-
dhism) were chosen because 
they’re the ones students are 
most likely to come in con-
tact with.”
Tuesday’s session was led 
by Rose-Hulman students 
Mitch Wice and Erin Parker. 
The seminar was divided into 
two parts: a basic discus-
sion of the origins and cur-
rent locations of the Jewish 
people, and a brief history of 
the Jewish religion.  The re-
ligious discussion included 
such topics such as beliefs, 
prayers, and principles of the 
Jewish religion, as well as the 
different sects of the religion. 
The presentation touched on, 
cultural topics such as food, 
the Jewish calendar, and lan-
guage.  Remaining questions 
were answered in a brief 
question and answer session 
following the presentation.
The next of the Religious 
Literacy series will take place 
from 4:30 to 5:30 on Monday, 
January 26.  This presenta-
tion will cover the Muslim 
r e l i g i o n , 
and the 
presenter 
will be Dr. 
Tarek Za-
her of In-
diana State 
University. 
U p c o m -
ing pre-
sentation 
s u b j e c t s 
include on 
Hindusim 
by Dr. Sri-
ram Mo-
han that will take place on 
February 3rd, and on Bud-
dhism that will take place 
on February 10th, given by 
a representative from the Ti-
betan Mongolian Buddhist 
Cultural Center in Bloom-
ington, Indiana.  
Dr. Jakubowski greets Mary Howard Hamilton, guest speaker for the 
2009 Martin Luther King Jr. Convocation.
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People can be divided by many 
things; geography, political beliefs, 
religion… and by learning about 
different beliefs, we can better un-
derstand each other.
-Donna Gustafson
Mitchell Wice, senior chemical 
engineering student, speaks on 
Tuesday, January 19, 2009, at 
the Religious Literacy series.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Magic Number
Find the answers to all Rose Thorn puzzles at: 
        http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn
Crypto-Quote of the Week
By Melissa Brumbaugh
M XWW MZ MC JTFO WJWX.  JTF DKIW 
_  _ _ _  _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _.  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ 
ZDW ATTR TG K BKC SDT KEEWQZX 
_ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _  _  _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _
SDKZ DW XWWX UWEKFXW DW MX 
_ _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _
WHQWEZMCN ZT SKRW FQ. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _.
Instructions:
Solve the puzzle by deciphering the following 
quote and figure out from which movie the quote 
is.  Each letter represents a different letter in the 
alphabet.
Hint (Solution = Crypto):
A = K   B = U   C = E
3bd., 4bd., spacious, quiet for study, EXTRA 
NICE! Call 232-6977 after 11 am,  leave ph #.
House for rent
Short drive 10-15 minutes from campus in Riley,  past 
the new Wal-Mart on 46.  Two bedrooms plus a full bath 
downstairs.   Two bedrooms and an alcove plus a full bath 
upstairs.  Living room with fireplace, dining room, 
large kitchen with dishwasher and garbage disposal, 
large rec room, attached oversize 2 car garage.
All appliances provided including washer and dryer. 
Central A/C.
Mostly furnished.    $250 per month per student plus 
share of utilities.    
Landlord pays water and sewer.      
Space available for 2 students starting this Winter Quar-
ter.
Comfortable house for rent to Rose 
3 TWO 6 BEDROOM HOUSES FOR RENT
Reserve your housing NOW for 09/10 school year.
Several 5 minute drive to campus from town, several 
near S. 6th and College Ave.  Large, private bedrooms, 
2 plus baths, C/A, 2 car garages, all utilities included, 
washer / dryer / fridge / range / and dishwasher.  Clean 
and well maintained with 24/7 service.  9-12 Mo Leases.  
In better neighborhood with ample parking.  Rose  and 
ISU occupied.  812-478-9286
Now leasing for the 2009-2010 academic year.
Want your own place and still be able to walk to Rose 
in a few minutes?  Check out Sharp Flats East.  We have 
one-bedrooms, $460 (with electric), furnished studios 
starting at $395 (with utilities), and efficiencies starting 
at $360 (with utilities).  
We  have wireless Internet, furnished units, lots of 
parking, and laundry facilities.  Don’t forget to check 
out the Trails End Cafe too!  We are located at the first 
stoplight east of Rose-Hulman at 40 (Wabash Ave.) and 
Hunt Road.  Check us out at sharpflats.com, or call us 
at (812) 877-1146.  You’ll love the convenient location, 
having your own bathroom, space and our great pric-
es!  Pet friendly!
Sharp Flats, LLC
8-9 bedroom house available in August.  Features in-
clude 2 kitchen, laundry facilities, 3 full baths, large 
community rooms plus more.  For more information 
call Sharp Flats at 812-877-1146, website - sharpflats.
Sharp Flats, LLC
Instructions:
Using addition (+), subtraction (-), multiplica-
tion (x), and division (/), solve the puzzle by 
using all the given numbers only once to equal 
the Magic Number. 
___   +   ___   -   ___   +   ___   -   ___   =  217
1   33   68   84   99
___   +   ___   +   ___   x   ___   ÷   ___   =  481
14   18   42   85   90
___   +   ___   +   ___   x   ___   +   ___   =  328
3   5   24   50   51
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Jim Sedoff
C o - E d i t o r  i n  C h i e f
The dinner was held yester-
day in the Kahn Rooms and was 
designed to highlight service 
leadership and the dedication 
of people in the Rose-Hulman 
community to diversify the 
Rose-Hulman campus. 
The following people received 
awards in the categories listed 
below in honor of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. at the honorary 
dinner.:
•High School Essay 
     Courtney Avery
     “Two Worlds, One Life”
•College Essay
     Cy Rybicki
     “The FBI and Dr. Martin 
       Luther King”
•High School Art
     Brittany Kelly
•College Art
     Julianna Barr
•MLK Jr. Leadership Award
     
     •Marsha Krisenko, for work 
with “Best Buddies”
    
     •Robert and Judy 
      Houghtalen, for humanitar-
ian work in Sudan
     •John Robson, for his work 
as the Chairman of the Di-
versity Council
MLK Jr. Student 
Leadership 
Dinner
1440 West Indiantown Rd. • Suite 200 • Jupiter, Florida 33458
Phone: 561-354-1100 • Fax: 561-354-1185 • e-mail: ghachey@psm.com
T h e P r o v e n  A l t e r n a t i v e
         WE USED TO GET PICKED ON FOR
BEING SMART.
NOW WE LAND A GREAT JOB 
AND GET PROMOTED.
You’ll fi nd some of the smartest engineers on the planet at Power Systems, Mfg.
Which explains the innovation and integrity of our product line. From ultra low NOx combustion 
systems, to airfoils that improve life cycle costs, we design, engineer and manufacture an array 
of industrial gas turbine components that cost less and perform equal to — or better than — 
the Original Equipment Manufacturer components they replace.
Join a winning, global team of 74,000 employees in over 65 countries. For more information, 
visit our booth at the career fair or email ghachey@psm.com.
psm.com
POW 12792 Smart Ad_6x8_BW.indd   1 9/12/08   4:00:28 PM
President Barack H. Obama cel-
ebrates his inauguration with his 
eldest daughter Sasha Obama, 
Tuesday, January 20, 2009. Presi-
dent Obama was inagurated as 
the 44 president and the first Afri-
can American president.
www.pulicradio.org
Eli Baca
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Cal McDonald fi rst appeared in 
a story entitled “Big-Head,” which 
was released in 1990 and led di-
rectly to the four-part story “Hair-
ball,” serialized in Dark Horse 
Presents #102-105 in 1996. The 
next appearances by Cal were in 
two 2002 novels, “Savage Mem-
brane and Guns” and “Drugs and 
Monsters,” in which Cal followed 
a living, decapitated head search-
ing for its body. At this point, Cal 
McDonald is forever a glorifi ed 
detective dealing with supernatu-
ral cases while using more illicit 
drugs than Dr. Gregory House. 
Created by “30 Days of Night” 
author Steve Niles, the “Criminal 
Macabre” series follows the anti-
hero Cal as he battles the forces 
of darkness. Cal himself is akin 
to John Constantine, a DC Com-
ics’ paranormal detective, but in-
stead of using exorcism to defeat 
demons, Cal uses a pistol and his 
fi sts. 
He regularly enlists the help of 
ghouls—ghost-like creatures that 
are just trying to get by in their own 
little world—and in “My Demon 
Baby,” his ghoul buddy, Mo’Lock, 
and he try to save the world from 
the spawn of Satan.
The last story arc of Criminal 
Macabre ended with Cal’s girl-
friend, Sabrina, being turned into 
a creature of the night—effectively 
breaking Cal’s spirits, and send-
ing him further towards drugs and 
away from humanity. On the run 
from the cops with nowhere to 
go, Cal’s “me-time” is interrupted 
when Mo’Lock 
shows up with a 
case that sends 
both heroes to 
get a baby and 
save it from not 
only a Satanic 
cult but also 
the Catholic 
Church.
“My Demon 
Baby” cap-
tures all the 
elements that 
make “Crimi-
nal Macabre” 
an excellent se-
ries—a twisted 
storyline, awk-
ward humor, 
and a major creep factor. Steve 
Niles creates a horrifi c story that 
shows how creatures of the night 
are not the only villains—a con 
artist and his girlfriend are respon-
sible for the devil child while the 
Catholic Church enlists the servic-
es of a zombie Templar knight to 
kill Cal and the baby. Niles keeps 
Cal true to his character and the 
entire book fl ows well without any 
of the artistry. However, Nick Stakal 
adds to the eeriness of the story 
with his slightly abstract style of 
drawing. His style keeps the char-
acters real—they have their own 
way of movement, and the dark vs. 
light that Stakal creates make the 
comic much darker then it would 
have been as a regular novel.
The best part of “My Demon 
Baby” comes from Cal himself—
his personality is what makes the 
novel a must-read for any horror 
comic fan-boy. He’s the epitome of 
a tough guy who 
isn’t scared to look 
death in the face, 
but he’s still able to 
coo at a small baby 
without being em-
barrassed about 
it. At the begin-
ning of the book, 
he’s got nothing 
but drugs to keep 
him company, but 
he still takes the 
case because he 
understands that 
his job is to help 
people—to save 
the world from the 
paranormal and 
make sure that 
even if his life is complete hell,  ev-
eryone else has a fi ghting chance 
to make their life great. He puts 
aside his own welfare time after 
time and gets nothing in return, 
because it’s the right thing to do.
Steve Niles created an extraor-
dinary universe with Criminal 
Macabre, and he continues to de-
velop the world and his characters 
and still keep fans wanting more. 
Cal McDonald is not a superhero 
for the kids, but rather a hero that 
can be found in everyday people—
helping others in need, even if the 
methods are a little unconven-
tional. Niles, Stakal, and company 
return for the next installment of 
Criminal Macabre with “Cell Block 
666.”
Hobey Tam
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Samuel L. Jackson, Scarlett 
Johansson, Jaime King, Gabriel 
Macht and last but certainly not 
least, Eva Mendes. Overseeing 
the movie at hand, “The Spirit,” 
was visionary director Frank 
Miller, the writer of epic films 
such as “Sin City” and “300.” To 
say the least, this movie had the 
potential to be great with the 
star-studded cast and a leader 
with a keen eye. It could have 
had action. It could have had 
emotion, tension, and romance 
—a true plot. 
All these elements could have 
been integrated to give every 
viewer a theater experience 
as moving as “Sin City” or 
“300.” However, after wast-
ing 2 hours of my life watch-
ing the abomination unrav-
eling on the obnoxiously 
oversized screen at the mall 
theater, I wanted it back.
This review will not con-
tain spoilers, however, the 
picture of Eva Mendes shows 
the best part of the movie.
The women are sexy and 
duplicitous—to the point 
where it’s the only thing in 
the movie except the cliché 
and overdone hero/villain ul-
timata. Other than the stun-
ning lineup of actresses (Eva 
Mendes, Scarlett Johansson, 
etc.), the movie was lacking 
in every respect. The Oc-
topus’ (Samuel L. Jackson) 
and The Spirit’s (Gabriel Macht) 
one-liners were reminiscent 
of a Rambo movie—downright 
pathetic, borderline corny. That 
being said, it was still somewhat 
intense since it was Samuel L. 
Jackson saying it. 
The action sequences looked 
like amateur wrestling choreog-
raphy and had a limited range 
of action, seeming more like a 
bad video game being played 
by a four-year-old. The black 
and white cinematography was 
not as effective as it was in “Sin 
City;” color was thrown around 
haphazardly and the movie 
ended up looking like a sad at-
tempt at contemporary art. 
The movie really shot itself 
in the gut when it released with 
a PG-13 rating. That is what 
plunged this movie into a cli-
ché comic book going onto the 
big screen. The way the actors 
delivered their lines sounded 
like they were reading cue cards 
bearing the comic book print. 
The comic series centered itself 
around vigilante crime fighting, 
themes of  violence and emo-
tion with “non PG–13” language 
and an absence of ridiculous 
“kung fu” movie lines between 
blows. Imagine if “Sin City” or 
“300” had a PG-13 rating. “Sin 
City” would have been a sham-
ble without complementary 
diction or blood. Sparta would 
have crumbled at the box office 
had the brutality in “300” been 
reduced to repetitive sequences 
of Hulk-like smashes.
To say the least, the only fu-
ture “The Spirit” has is in spin-
off pornographic films; the only 
element the movie succeeded 
in was sexuality. If that’s what 
you’re going for, by all means go 
and see it, I hope you enjoy it. 
However, if you are looking for 
a movie that’s actually worth 
seeing, I advise, nay,  urge you 
to find a better use of your time. 
“The Spirit” struggled with plot, 
lines, action sequences, and 
overall look. To put it in per-
spective, here is the hierarchy, 
starting at the top: “2 Fast 2 Fu-
rious,” “The Prestige,” “Snakes 
on a Plane,” Mel Gibson movies, 
Tom Cruise movies, “The Spirit,” 
and not far below, whale feces.
With the PG-13 rating, the 
choke hold was locked in and 
it subsequently suffocated the 
movie. The movie theater per-
sonnel survived the cascades of 
disappointed consumers only 
by the grace of Eva Mendes’s 
and Scarlett Johansson’s pretty 
faces. 
Sometimes Eva Mendes can prove us 
wrong in not being just a pretty face. 
Just not in this movie. 
 www.dont-trip-yet.blogspot.com
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Music:
Bruce Springsteen
and the E Street Band
Working on a Dream
Hoobastank
For(n)ever
Games:
Afro Samurai
Rygar:
The Battle 
of Argus
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“The Spirit” and the fear-
some stench of failure
Trip the life macabre!
Reviewer rating: 1.0 elephants
Reviewer rating: 4.0 elephants
www.darkhorse.com
Do
•Make an attempt.
•Be nice. Arrogance or rude-
ness will only turn her off the idea 
of a relationship with you.
•Be honest… to a degree.
•Give her a small, meaningful 
gift to show how well you know 
her.
•Make sure she knows you 
want her.
•Ask her if she’s interested.
•Let her know that you want to 
be friends if it doesn’t work.
•Ask about a specific day or time. 
It’ll make the planning easier.
•Think about what she says.
•Flirt and talk to her at a party. 
Maybe even say you’re interested.
Don’t
•Let her slip away. You’ll regret 
it.
•Be too nice. She might think 
you’re just being polite/ trying to 
cheer her up.
•Profess your love. That will 
make her run in the other direc-
tion.
•Go all out with flowers, choc-
olate, jewelry, and a serenade. 
She’ll feel bad if she just wants to 
be friends.
•Make it seem like you just 
want a girlfriend.
•Ask how long she’s liked you. 
You may be disappointed.
•Make it seem like you expect 
to be rejected. It’s not attractive.
•Think she’s rejecting you if she 
says she’s busy. She may just be 
busy.
•Read too much into it. Over-
analysis can only make you feel 
worse.
•Drunkenly try to hook up 
with her or hit on her. She will 
not appreciate it.
Girls’ guide for guys
How to: stay warm
Melissa Schwenk
S t a f f  W r i t e r
For some of you, this may be 
the first time you have involun-
tarily been in cold weather.  Oh 
sure, you’re used to ski slopes and 
polar bear swims, but after the 
weekend is done you always get to 
go back to your warm home.  Un-
fortunately, Indiana is not known 
for its warm winters; it may be 
several more weeks before the 
weather gets warmer.  For those of 
you who are inexperienced with 
cold weather, here are some ways 
to stay warm.  
Layers.  They are your friends. 
Winter in Indiana is not a time to 
worry about fashion, but if you 
can pull off three sweaters and 
look good, more power to you. 
Most people should stick with a 
flannel shirt under a t-shirt, as 
well as a sweatshirt on top.  All of 
this can and should be accompa-
nied by a scarf, some sort of ear 
covering, and gloves.  By layering, 
you can adjust your body tem-
perature based on your surround-
ings.  Do you have chemistry in a 
sauna?  Take off the sweatshirt.  Is 
your German classroom freezing? 
Leave your scarf on.  
Drinking hot beverages is an-
other great way to stay warm.  Cof-
fee makers are also your friends, 
since you can make coffee to keep 
you awake, hot chocolate to cheer 
you up after a bad test, and tea 
to help you settle down for sleep. 
Coffee makers are relatively cheap 
when you consider the amount of 
money you’ll earn after you man-
age to stay awake in all your class-
es and graduate!  
For you non-chefs out there 
who manage to burn water and 
need someone to make the cof-
fee for you, the ARA fills your hot 
beverage needs with a small vari-
ety of drinks.  If you’re feeling ad-
venturous, try mixing the black 
coffee with the hot chocolate to 
make a delicious mocha drink.  If 
you can’t wait until meal time to 
hold something warm between 
your hands, try Java City.  They 
have an even wider selection of 
drinks and sometimes they set 
out free samples—what could be 
better?  Java City is a good idea for 
those of you with DB to spend, 
especially if you buy drinks on 
Wednesdays, double stamp day. 
In only five weeks, you’ll have 
earned a free drink!
You’re probably wondering 
what else you can do to stay 
warm.  Here’s a novel idea:  Stay 
inside!  Rose graciously provides 
us with heat in every room and 
sitting in the warm sunshine al-
ways puts me in the mood for 
springtime.  You may think that 
there isn’t anything to do inside 
and, that running around in the 
snow wearing nothing but a pair 
of boots is your only form of en-
tertainment.  Wrong!  There are 
many ways to keep yourself oc-
cupied that don’t involve you go-
ing outside, at least not for more 
than a few minutes.  
Games are a good way to occu-
py yourself and a group of friends. 
Some popular options are Apples 
to Apples, Taboo, and Truth or 
Dare.  The last is especially fun 
if you expand your game to the 
whole dorm.  For example:  I dare 
you to go to a room of someone 
you don’t know and ask for their 
shirt.  This will surely start a con-
v e r s a t i o n , 
which can 
lead to invit-
ing them to 
play Truth 
or Dare.  I 
find that the 
more awk-
wardly funny 
you are, the 
more fun 
you’ll have.
A n o t h e r 
p o p u l a r 
game that 
can involve 
the whole 
dorm is Sar-
dines.  Get a 
group of peo-
ple together and pick one person 
to hide.  After a minute or so, ev-
eryone sets off to find the person. 
Once you find them, you hide with 
them, until everyone has found 
the group.  The last person to dis-
cover the hiding place is the new 
“Hider.”  This game is even better 
when you choose to hide in the 
room of someone you don’t know. 
A possible conversation: 
X:  Hey, can I hide in your room? 
Y:  Um, What?
X:  Thanks, I’ll be under the bed. 
If someone asks for me, tell them 
I’m in the shower.  
This gets even better as more 
and more people cram into their 
room.  For even more fun, get your 
dorm to invade another dorm to 
play.  
Hopefully with these tips you 
can stay warm and have a lot of 
fun.  No one wants more win-
ter, but having a plan to enjoy it 
will ensure that you do.  Oh, and 
please stay away from Snuggies. 
Unless the person you are trying 
to impress has one, you’ll prob-
ably freak them out.  
If you have something you 
want explained, send your 
questions to the Rose Thorn at 
thorn@rose-hulman.edu.  You 
just might see a How-To article 
about it.  
Don’t be this guy, amorphous and vaguely creepy.
http://whatiwantforxmas.files.wordpress.com/
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Lindsey Saxton
A d v e r t i s i n g  M a n a g e r
This week, we’re going to deal 
with something that most guys 
have trouble with, especially 
at Rose. Ideally, once you find 
someone you want to be with, 
the transition from friends to 
more than friends will hap-
pen kind of automatically. This 
could happen at a social event 
or the other person may make 
the first move, but there are 
times that the other person 
needs a jumpstart to make a re-
lationship happen.  Sometimes, 
you just have to take the initia-
tive yourself.
First of all, I want to point out 
that the fear of being rejected 
can make you hesitant about 
making the first move. However, 
the benefits would far outweigh 
any disappointment from being 
rejected. Trust me, I know from 
personal experience! Also, there 
are very few people that would 
flat-out reject someone. Most 
people would at least try to see 
if there were something more 
than friendship there. Person-
ally, I would always give a guy 
a chance, no matter how in-
compatible we seem. You never 
know what could happen. If 
nothing else, you’ll end up just 
being friends. Besides, chances 
are that she is just as nervous as 
you are.
If you’re nervous, just remem-
ber that someone has to make 
the first move. If you enjoy the 
perpetual state of being just 
friends with the possibility of 
more, don’t say anything. If you 
legitimately want to be with her, 
let her know. At least then you 
won’t be stuck wondering what 
could happen.
Are you having problems in your relationship?
Ask The Ladies Man:
thorn@rose-hulman.edu
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The Rose ThornOPINIONS
Matthew Bryant
S t a f f  W r i t e r
It’s official.  President Barack Obama has taken of-
fice.  Perhaps now we can judge him for his actions 
and not just his words alone.  A good start would be 
his solution to the economic crisis.  One proposed 
resolution starting to gain some traction is a strat-
egy similar to Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s (FDR) 
New Deal, which was designed to get us out of the 
Great Depression.  Looking 
back at history it is clear that 
FDR’s policies actually pro-
longed the Great Depression. 
Yet despite this evidence, 
there is a growing minority 
that would like Obama to as-
sault the constitution in the 
same way that FDR did.  Per-
haps a look at the past would 
help to clear things up.
The most troubling detail 
regarding the Depression was 
the longevity of high unem-
ployment rates throughout 
the New Deal period.  From 
1934 to 1940, median annual 
unemployment was 17.2 per-
cent.  Most notably, while 
there were brief periods of 
recovery between 1933 and 
1937, the 1937 peak was lower 
than the previous lowest peak 
in 1929.  This was an exceed-
ingly unusual occurrence 
lending to the idea that it was 
the recovery policies, not the 
Federal Reserve’s missteps, which prevented a real 
revival.  Milton Friedman observed this was “the 
only occasion in our record when one deep depres-
sion followed immediately on the heels of anoth-
er.”
But what was the cause of this?
While there were many factors that played into 
the Great Depression, there are several blaring mis-
takes that certainly prolonged the crisis.  The first 
included federal unit banking laws which caused 
90 percent of the bank failures in the United States. 
The major banking “reform” passed by FDR was the 
Glass-Steagall Act, which actually weakened the 
banking system by breaking up the strongest banks 
to separate commercial banking from investment 
banking.  Canada, which enacted no such legisla-
tion, did not experience any bank failures.  Their 
banks were able to diversify and thus survive the 
Depression.
Another mistake would be the fact that FDR tri-
pled taxes with increases in personal income taxes, 
corporate income taxes, excise taxes, estate taxes 
and gift taxes.  (Unsurprisingly, there was no in-
crease in tax revenues with the added taxes.)  See-
ing this as not enough, FDR even introduced the 
undistributed profits tax.  At a point in our history 
when Americans were clear-
ly struggling, FDR provided 
less capital for businesses to 
create jobs and decreased 
the amount of money in the 
pockets of everyday Ameri-
can citizens.  
FDR issued an extraordi-
nary number of executive 
orders, 3,278.  This is more 
than all of the executive or-
ders issued by his succes-
sors Truman, Eisenhower, 
Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, 
Ford, Carter, Reagan, Bush 
and Clinton combined. 
Some (and arguably most) 
of the legislation that was 
passed also had devastating 
consequences.  The Robin-
son-Patman Act maintained 
above-market retail prices. 
The Agricultural Adjust-
ment Act led to the destruc-
tion of millions of acres of 
crops as countless Americans 
went hungry.  The National 
Industrial Recovery Act made nearly everything 
more expensive.  
There is no question that there are steps the gov-
ernment needs to take in order to revitalize the 
economy.  Expanding the government in such a 
dramatic fashion as FDR did is not one of them.  A 
New New Deal is not a recovery program, at least 
not an effective one.
[Editor’s note: The school is 
considering banning smoking 
on campus completely.  There 
is currently a survey about it 
on Banner.  Log in and go to the 
Agreement/Authorization/Sur-
vey section.  It is a very short sur-
vey.]
As an occasional smoker, and 
one who is and has been in con-
tact with habitual smokers, I 
know that instating such a pol-
icy would seem a targeting and 
d i s c r i m i -
n a t o r y 
m e a s u r e . 
While I am 
in favor of 
b a n n i n g 
s m o k i n g 
i n d o o r s 
and in 
e n c l o s e d 
spaces, I 
would be 
wary to 
ban such 
b e h a v i o r 
c a m p u s -
wide for 
two rea-
sons.
Firstly, while the measure 
would put pressure on those 
who smoke habitually on cam-
pus, one could hardly be naive 
enough to believe that such a 
measure would end the behav-
ior entirely.  We cannot expect 
those who reside on campus 
to leave simply to engage in 
the activity of smoking, which 
would be allowed in most any 
other residential situation.  The 
result of such a shortsighted 
edict would be the alienation of 
smokers—causing their other-
wise acceptable behavior (and 
one practiced at established in-
tervals) to be punishable over-
night.
Secondly, one would believe 
that the main issue, unfortu-
nately painted over with an all-
encompassing prohibition, is 
that smoking occurs near build-
ings, and so affects those within 
through windows and air condi-
tioners.  This, at least, is the only 
reason I could think of for such a 
change in policy.  While it is true 
that such behavior is frustrat-
ing, it hardly constitutes reason 
for a campus-wide ban, as the 
area’s constant wind hardly al-
lows smoke to hover in bench 
or entrance 
areas.
O n e 
could even 
say that 
any steps 
towards a 
c a m p u s -
wide ban 
would be 
more ori-
ented to es-
t a b l i s h i n g 
some loose 
health title, 
like “Smoke-
free cam-
pus,” though 
even now 
one hardly sees the lines of 
Rose’s buildings blurred by a 
constant haze.
But, if this sort of policy change 
is undoubtedly in the school’s 
future, I would have any such 
measures proceed in steps, as 
has happened in the past; from a 
ban within buildings to enclosed 
areas.  The next logical step is to 
implant a policy where smoking 
would be prohibited within a 
given radius of campus’s build-
ings (20-30 feet, or so), which 
would prevent smoke from be-
ing siphoned in.  I believe that 
even the most adamant smokers 
could accept such a change.
Aleksander Yoder
Letter to the editor
”
“One hardly sees the lines of Rose’s buildings blurred 
by a constant 
haze
Have opinions?  
Send them to 
opinions@rose-hulman.edu
Inconveniently inconvenienced
Christine Price
O p i n i o n s  E d i t o r
One reason I chose to attend 
Rose-Hulman is that it seemed 
like a place where the adminis-
tration understood the needs of 
the student body.  Thus Chanc-
ey’s has Halo tournaments and 
Percopo has more Ethernet 
than your computer has room 
for.  Our C-Store offers a huge 
variety of energy drinks (but no 
Powerthirst, for some reason), 
and our classes are more regular 
than Benefiber fanatics.
At least, this is what I used to 
believe.
I’m now in my third year, and 
the things I’ve witnessed have 
changed my opinion complete-
ly.  In my sophomore year I took 
CSSE230 first period; but this 
was ok, because it was avail-
able other periods.  My schedule 
didn’t allow for another time, 
but it was still an option.
Fast forward to now.  Schedul-
ing for spring quarter is done, 
and many in the CSSE depart-
ment are left weeping.  Why? 
Quality Assurance.
Quality Assurance is a re-
quired class for those majoring 
in software engineering, and it 
is only offered spring quarter. 
What period is it scheduled for 
this quarter?  First.
This is an oversight that can-
not be ignored.  A required class 
only offered first period, in the 
department infamous 
for its late nights?  I’ve 
talked to a number 
of people taking this 
class, and the major-
ity agree that it is a 
bad move.  One person 
claims that although he 
plans to attend class, it 
may be too early to pay 
attention (but not too 
early for Flash games.) 
Others noted the in-
convenience of having 
all the junior spring CS 
classes required for ju-
niors arranged in such a 
strange way; a common 
schedule theme for next 
quarter seems to be first 
hour, then much later classes 
that inconveniently have useless 
one hour breaks in between.  By 
the time you turn on your com-
puter and check your all-cam-
pus emails, it is time to start the 
lengthy shut down process … or 
maybe that’s just my computer.
Anyway, by now you are prob-
ably thinking what many of 
those  who signed up for QA 
thought: why not just move the 
class?  Surely the registrar will be 
receptive to the sleeping needs 
of the students.  Sadly, this is not 
possible.  Because students are 
taking classes other than this, 
every other period  conflicts 
with >= 2 other courses (Hurrah 
for schedule stalking via Banner 
Web!).
Every hour, that is, except for 
tenth.  Sadly, this also will not 
work.  Two people have sports 
conflicts, and a third is crazy 
and prefers first hour to tenth. 
If it weren’t for video game de-
velopment and fluid dynamics, 
which is only offered for one pe-
riod and has forty-six students, 
fifth hour would work.   Forty-
six?  I didn’t know non-freshman 
classes got that big.
Still, there’s another solution 
that has not yet been proposed. 
Students should be given the 
f r e e d o m 
to choose 
when QA 
takes place. 
There are 
only six-
teen of 
us.  And 
the pro-
fessor has 
an office. 
S t u d e n t s 
should di-
vide them-
selves into 
four person 
groups, and 
pick times 
that appeal 
to them, 
and just have class in his office. 
Not only would this provide the 
personal professorial attention 
that Rose-Hulman promises, it 
will also prepare students for the 
real world, where many tech jobs 
have flexible schedules.  And it 
will bother the professor.  It’s a 
win-win situation all around!
I suppose I should address the 
one argument that can be made 
for keeping the schedule as it is. 
Programming like a “hero” or 
“cowboy” is now frowned upon 
by most software engineers. 
Staying up till six to fix a criti-
cal bug before the seven o’clock 
turn is still a bit noble, but it 
shows a regrettable lack of time 
management and foresight.  By 
forcing us to wake up early it 
encourages us to go to sleep at 
a reasonable hour, and not leave 
project work till the last minute. 
Right.
I suppose the fifteen other 
students currently signed up for 
QA and I, will just have to deal. 
There are worse things than 
waking up for a first hour class 
four days a week.  But thinking 
about all those early mornings 
has made me too tired to think 
of any.
[Editor’s note: While editing 
this article, one of the other edi-
tors asked, “Do you hate this pro-
fessor?”  The answer, of course, 
is that I wouldn’t be mean to a 
professor I actually disliked.  And 
as for the question, “Are you just 
including this note because you 
are afraid recruiters will think 
you are being serious?” The an-
swer is yes.]
Price
After I searched for “conflict” in the Google image search, this was 
in the first page of results.  And it is too awesome to not include.
www.valueinpeople.com
He’s possibly sitting, so he even looks like 
FDR!   Too soon?
www.topnews.in
Deal or no deal
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Tim Boyer
C o p y  E d i t o r
Sophomore Daniel Lowers, a 
civil engineering major, is in his 
second year playing basketball for 
the Fightin’ Engineers, but he has 
proved himself a valuable asset to 
the program. He leads the team in 
rebounds, assists, and steals, and is 
second in scoring this season.
Lowers is someone that takes 
pride is his defense and works hard 
for his plays. He scored a game-
high 19 points against Robert Mor-
ris-Springfield this past Tuesday, 
shooting 75 percent from the field.
Daniel Lowers recently took the 
time to answer some questions for 
The Rose Thorn.
Rose Thorn: How long have you 
been playing basketball?  
Daniel Lowers:  I’ve been playing 
since I was about 5 years old in the 
YMCA Biddy Ball.
RT: I’m told you take a lot of pride 
in your defense. Why is that?
DL:  I do take pride in defense. I’m 
a very competitive person and I 
want to be able to shut any player 
on the opposing team down. It’s a 
great feeling knowing that I’m go-
ing to be guarding an All-Ameri-
can or a high point scorer, and 
shut him down. That brings my 
confidence up and it actually re-
ally helps me play better offense.
RT: You currently lead the team 
in rebounds, assists and steals. 
What drives you to work so hard 
to accomplish these feats?
DL: I don’t think about my stats 
when I’m out on the court. The 
only thing that’s going through 
my mind is giving 100 percent and 
hustling. A lot of people don’t real-
ize the more you hustle, the easier 
and better the game comes to you. 
I would say hustle is the key to re-
bounds and steals. I don’t want to 
be out-hustled by any player, so 
when I see a loose ball or a grab-
bable rebound, I’m going after it.
RT: Do you have any hobbies 
outside of basketball?
DL:  I have a lot of hobbies other 
than basketball depending on the 
time of the year. Some of them 
aren’t really approved by coaches, 
but I still enjoy them. I love being 
outside so I like to hike a lot. I play 
disc golf a lot in the spring and 
summer and during the winter I 
like to snowboard. I go mushroom 
and ginseng hunting during their 
respective seasons. Exercise is a 
must for me. Outside of season 
I’m usually running a lot or work-
ing out—not because I enjoy it, 
but because I have way too much 
energy if I don’t. 
RT: What’s the most meaningful 
award or recognition that you’ve 
received?
DL:  I was Defensive Player of the 
Year three years in a row in high 
school, which was nice, but what 
means the most to me is that my 
high school team went undefeat-
ed for the first time in school his-
tory my senior year and I was a big 
part of that. I averaged the most 
playing time, and had some re-
ally challenging players to guard. 
I didn’t let my team down, and 
we were ranked  number one in 
the state, which was a huge ac-
complishment, seeing how my 
first varsity season we won eight 
games.
RT:  Do you think basketball is 
something you’ll stick with after 
college?
DL:  I think I’ll always go to the gym 
and maybe play a pick-up game, 
maybe get some friends together 
and play, but I don’t see myself 
as an athlete with the ability to 
play at any higher level. I love the 
game though so I know I’ll still play 
somehow. Maybe not as much, 
but I will still play.
Daniel 
Lowers
Jim Shaw
H e a d  M e n ’ s   
  B a s k e t b a l l  C o a c h
[Editor’s note:  After a week-
and-a-half of playing nothing 
but high-pressure conference 
games, the men’s basketball 
team was able to take something 
of a breather on Tuesday night 
when they hosted Robert-Morris 
Springfield. The win was truly 
a team effort since every player 
pitched in with time on the 
court.]
These are the dog days for col-
lege basketball teams.  The sea-
son is very long, school is rough, 
and at this time everyone is a 
little worn out.  So having a non-
conference game like our Rob-
ert Morris-Springfield game (or 
like our women’s game against 
St. Mary’s) poses some special 
issues.  We really need the extra 
rest, which I have been trying to 
give the guys lately, but we also 
really need the practice time; es-
pecially with such a young team. 
Instead, we had a non-confer-
ence game against a team with 
whom nobody is familiar. 
That being said, we ended up 
getting some very positive things 
out of the game.  First, of course, 
we won.  Don’t let anybody lie 
about it—wins are always good! 
But just as important, we won 
big and everyone on the team 
got playing time.  I am blessed 
to have great guys throughout 
my roster and I would love for 
everyone to play many min-
utes,  but that is not possible; 
nor is it what college basketball 
is all about.  Those guys who 
don’t play much do a great job 
in practice, are supportive of 
their teammates and coaches, 
and are great and valuable team 
members.  Getting them some 
P.T. pleases me as much as it 
pleases them and will hopefully 
help get them through the dog 
days I discussed earlier.
We took an early lead over 
R.M.S. through some great 
shooting by Jeff McCartney, 
a good floor game by Blake 
Knotts, and great activity and 
scoring inside by Dan Lowers. 
We anticipated, and Blake rec-
ognized early, that we could get 
some easy points in transition, 
so we really pushed the ball and 
capitalized on their poor tran-
sition defense.  We had an 18-
point lead at the half, pushed 
it to 26 and won by 10.  We got 
a little sloppy due to different 
combinations of guys on the 
floor and lost a little focus. Our 
letdown cost us much of the 
lead, which upset our players as 
much as the coaches.  But our 
lead never got scary; our win 
was never really in doubt and 
overall it was a good night.
This would be a good time to 
recognize and thank two groups 
on our team.  I have two great 
volunteer coaches (James Lis-
saman and Culley DeGroote) 
and it was Culley’s first scout 
by himself.  Way to go!  And, 
as I mentioned earlier, I have a 
great bunch of guys who don’t 
get to play as much as the start-
ers.  Thanks to them for every-
thing they do for me, the entire 
team, and the program!
Post-game rundown
Engineer Scoreboard
Men’s Basketball
7-10 (2-6)
January 17
     Manchester College      51
     at Rose-Hulman             47
January 20
     Robert-Morris Springfield      70
     at Rose-Hulman             80
      Swimming and Diving
    January 17  
     Monmouth College      
     Terre Haute, IN                                  M-1st W-2nd
Women’s Basketball
5-10 (2-6)
January 17                        
     Rose-Hulman                 57
     at Manchester College   71
January 21
     St. Mary of the Woods    58
     at Rose-Hulman             70
      Track and Field
    January 16  
     Terre Haute Double Dual      
     Terre Haute, IN                                  M-2nd W-3rd
      Wrestling
    January 17  
     Spartan Mat Classic      
     North Manchester, IN                   Four top fives
Rose-Hulman News
The women’s basketball team 
retained the Clabber Girl Trophy 
for the fifth consecutive year 
with a 70-58 women’s basketball 
victory over St. Mary-of-the-
Woods College on Wednesday 
night at Hulbert Arena.
Junior Bethany Brisco and 
freshman Alisa Dickerson led a 
balanced Rose-Hulman offense 
with 13 points each.  Brisco re-
corded a career-high in points 
on 3-4 from the field and 5-6 
from the line, while Dickerson 
tied a career-high with nine re-
bounds.
Sophomore Donna Marsh 
contributed 12 points and six 
rebounds, while sophomore Ni-
cole Klass poured in a career-
high 11 points to emerge as the 
fourth player in double figures.
The eight Fightin’ Engineers 
that took the floor each contrib-
uted significantly to the statis-
tics sheet.  Senior Liz Ridgway 
scored eight points on 4-5 from 
the field, with sophomore Eli 
Baca adding six points, five re-
bounds and five assists.
Junior Shayna Banet added 
four points and three rebounds, 
with sophomore Rebecca Bow-
ermaster rounded out the ef-
fort with two points and three 
rebounds.
The Engineers and Pomeroys 
battled for the 16th time in front 
of the largest crowd of the sea-
son for both teams.  St. Mary-of-
the-Woods, which retains an 11-
5 overall lead in the series, was 
led by 18 points from Chelsey 
Barron and 11 points from Jacci 
Martin.
Rose-Hulman held a five-point 
lead at 31-26 after a well played 
first half by both sides.  The En-
gineers and Pomeroys each shot 
42% from the field and 67% from 
the free throw line in the open-
ing 20 minutes.
The Engineers took control of 
the game with a 14-2 run to open 
the second half.  Three-point 
shots by Klass and Brisco sparked 
the run, with Marsh adding four 
points.  Baca and Ridgway each 
contributed a two-point shot 
during the streak.
St. Mary-of-the-Woods trimmed 
the deficit to within 15 points on 
four occasions, before closing the 
game on a 7-3 run to move within 
the final score of 70-58.
Rose-Hulman improved to 5-
10 on the season, while St. Mary-
of-the-Woods fell to 1-18.  The 
Engineers return to Heartland 
Collegiate Athletic Conference 
action at Bluffton University to-
morrow afternoon.
Women’s hoops 
retains Clabber 
Girl trophy
The Rose ThornIIX
What’s going on Rose-Hulman? Enjoying the scandalicious tabloid? You know you are. Feel free to investigate all these stories further. I claim no responsibility for what you fi nd. Also, remember to bring your pants to the Career Fair next Wednesday. Resumes you can go back 
for. Dignity you cannot. Three more issues left, what’s going to happen next? No one really knows, Although it will most defi nitely involve Pirates. Lots and lots of pirates. On Speed Lake. That’s right, we’re playing real life Battleship. Dibs A2. No one ever calls A2. Ever.
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